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Beginning January 1, 2006, the Rockford Police Department implemented a new 
police report writing and records management system called NetRMS.  NetRMS 
incorporates NIBRS (National Incident-Based Reporting System) reporting  which 
collects comprehensive data about a crime incident.  NIBRS reporting replaces the 
traditional Summary UCR (Uniform Crime Reporting) that has been in place in the 
country since 1930. 
 
UCR summaries report the total number of incidents and arrests made for only eight 
offenses, commonly known as Part I offenses.  Arrests only for certain drug related 
incidents are also reported.  Under UCR, the most severe offense in an incident is 
reported and all lesser offenses go unreported when no arrest is made. 
 
NIBRS collects data on 46 specific crimes known as Group A offenses and 11 
additional Group B offenses.  NIBRS also captures all offenses completed in a 
particular incident as well as characteristics of both victims and perpetrators.  NIBRS 
can produce a more detailed, accurate and meaningful account of what happened in 
an incident.  The Rockford Police Department will not only be able to give accurate 
counts of offenses and clearances that occur, we will also be able to identify 
common crime problems and trends through analysis of the data.  
 
For example, if a Forced Entry Residential Burglary occurred, an offense of Criminal 
Damage to Property would be reported in addition to the Burglary.  Other information 
such as the type of tools that were used to gain access, what was damaged and the 
type of security are also reported. 
 
On December 7, 2006 the Rockford Police Department achieved NIBRS Certification 
by the FBI.  The Rockford Police Department is the first agency in the state of Illinois 
to adopt NIBRS reporting and is only  the third in the nation who reports their crime 
statistics directly to the FBI.   
 
In February 2007, the Rockford Police Department will begin to publish statistics 
referencing the new NIBRS offense categories.  
 
It should be noted that a single incident can contain many offenses.  Statistics will be 
gathered for every offense that has occurred in an incident.  If an incident is cleared 
by an arrest, all offenses within that incident are also cleared. 
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Fig. 1 is an example of a traditional Summary UCR report that the Rockford Police 
Department sends to the Illinois State Police every month.  It highlights the more 
severe Group 1 offenses and related arrests that occurred in Rockford.  This report 
will no longer be published. 

 
Fig. 1 
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Fig. 2 is an example of a report that shows a year-to-year comparison of traditional 
Summary UCR data and associated clearance rates.  This report will be published 
through the end of 2006. 
 

Fig. 2 
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Fig. 3 is an example of the Rockford Police Department’s new NIBRS report that 
shows a more comprehensive list of the offenses that occurred during a time period. 
This report will be published on the City of Rockford website. NIBRS data have been 
only collected since January 1, 2006.  
 

Fig. 3  
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Fig. 3 cont. 

 
 

 
In conclusion, reporting NIBRS will provide the Rockford Police Department with 
a clear picture of the crime that is happening in our city.  The data captured in a 
typical police report when analyzed with other available databases such as 
parolee, gang members or sex offenders can identify trends and problem areas 
and help lower crime in Rockford. 


